INDULGE HAVE YOU WATCHED?

OH, BLOODY HELL!
Netflix’s adaptation of Vikram Chandra’s novel is admittedly a pretty
cool effort, even though I wasn’t overawed by it.

OW DO YOU ESCAPE THE ANNOYING
scissors of the censor board? It’s
easy – forget the big screen and just
go digital. Netflix, Amazon Prime
Video, Hulu, take your pick. Sacred
Games delves into the gore aspect in
the first few moments itself – literally the first scene
where you see a dog in free fall from a high-rise and
the shrieks of children nearby at the sight of all that
blood gushing out. It’s a stomach-churning scene
for sure, but as with all creative liberties these days,
the makers thought it was a necessary plot motif to
establish the rest of the series. The plot is deceptively
simple – a low-ranking police officer gets a call from a
dreaded gangster (thought to be out of the country)
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who tells him that he’s got 25 days to save the city.
All that’s fine but as soon the police officer discovers
the gangster’s hideout, he shoots himself dead. Yeah,
interestingly bizarre. But that’s what you get when
Anurag Kashyap and Vikramaditya Motwane decide to
collaborate.
The show has received almost universal critical
acclaim, barring a few opinions on IMDB, and I find
myself somewhere in the middle. While I appreciate
the pace, structure, and unabashed realism, I also felt
that many scenes served to simply shock the viewer.
It’s easier to startle viewers than to make them truly
think, and I felt that subtlety would have worked
better in certain parts. For example, do we really need
to see certain body parts dismembered simply for
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the sake of it? How does it add to the scene? If stark
reality is what we’re aiming for, then there’s a greater
achievement in leaving some things to the viewer’s
imagination rather than making them look away from
the screen.
Enough of the criticism though, for the show does
have its highs. It enlightens the viewer of a Mumbai
that’s alien to most people. Or at least, a Mumbai that
they believe exists, but they’d choose to rather not see
it. There’s no escaping that here. Another plus is the
acting, which is top notch. While Nawazuddin Siddiqui
can play a gangster even in his sleep, and we all know
that by now, who knew that Saif Ali Khan would make
such a compelling Sikh policeman? The make-up,
styling, and overall production value is great, and
brings to life a story that could appear quite bland in
the wrong hands.
The finale is the goriest, so keep a finger on the
forward button if you count yourself among the more
sensitive souls. The series ends on a powerful note
as Saif stands appalled at the sheer magnitude of
the impending attack that’s being planned, but I was
disappointed that it wasn’t too conclusive and left too
many questions unanswered. But then I guess that
was expected – after all, a 4-part series is on the anvil.
Will I watch it? Well, now that I’m invested in the story,
I’m curious to see how it ends, so I will. Should you?
Yes, or you’ll risk sounding uninformed and uncool in
that next social gathering.

Saif Ali Khan is convincing as an honest, lowranking police officer who is desperate to get
his big break and move up the ranks
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