INDULGE HAVE YOU WATCHED?

THE DEMON WITHIN
Netflix’s latest is less of a horror and more of a disturbing
allegory of a dystopian future.

F

WORDS ROHAN PASRICHA

ALSE, DELUSIONAL IDEAS OF
patriotism and nationalism are pervading
society in scarier ways than ever before.
Don’t take my word for it – simply open
WhatsApp on your smartphone. And
for additional proof, put on any of our
blaring, cacophonous news channels that disseminate
less information and more propaganda. Why look for
sensible, informed panellists when you can get those
who scream on top of each other’s voices, egged on
by the anchor himself? Ghoul explores the direction
society is heading in – a future which is inevitable
unless there’s collaboration and sustained efforts
by the calmer, more intelligent members of society,
unswayed by random jingoism. Democracy after all
isn’t just a term that can be used or misused as per
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convenience. It’s the fundamental characteristic of a
free country, inhabited by free people. And if it’s taken
away by some perverse nationalistic agenda, then the
future can only be saved by…something supernatural.
Enter, Ghoul.
Manav Kaul slips in easily into the role of Sunil
Dacunha, a disgruntled colonel with a troubled
family life who believes what he’s doing as the head
of the torture facility is ‘commitment to the nation’.
He’s aided by his second-in-command, Lieutenant
Laxmi Das (Ratnabali Bhattacharjee), a manipulative
officer with a heart of stone. The constant power
tussle between the two reaches a tipping point with
the entry of Nida Rahim played by Radhika Apte,
distrusted by Laxmi for her religion. But when dreaded
terrorist Ali Saeed is brought into the facility for

questioning, things get…ghoulish. For the team learns
that the terrorist was actually killed some months
ago. So who in the world, or rather other world, is this
entity?
I am not a fan of horror, but watching it sometimes
is a job hazard. Some scenes had me close my eyes,
peeping from the crevices of my fingers. My wife who
has a stronger stomach to digest graphic scenes told
me what’s happening, and when it was safe for me to
stop being a scared kitten. Thankfully though, the truly
scary scenes are few and far between, and the show is
more of a psychological thriller. While it’s a tad slow to
start, you’re hooked around the 45-minute mark, when
proceedings go into blitz mode.
I recommend this to anyone who’s interested in a
great story. The theme is relevant to the times we live
in, and in a way shows society a mirror. When Orwell
gave us 1984, and subsequently Animal Farm, we
wouldn’t have expected that his fears of a totalitarian
society would continue to surface even in 2018. But
then, as it’s rightly said, the more things change, the
more they remain the same. Of course, democracy
in most parts of the word is still intact. So is religious
tolerance. But collectively, society can’t afford to
take it for granted. For if it’s ever taken away, the
consequences will be disastrous. But fret not, there’s a
solution to that as well. We’ll just need to get in touch
with a learned, religious scholar to summon a nearby
ghoul.

The constant tension in the proceedings
keeps you on the edge
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